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“The unexamined life is not worth living.” These words of Socrates, spoken 2400 years ago, 
have inspired and shaped not only all subsequent lines of philosophical inquiry, but also 
all critical and scienti�c discourse through the course of Western history. Our Department 
embraces this maxim, both in the research work of our faculty members and in our teaching: 
we strive to familiarize our students with the various ways philosophers throughout history 
have a�rmed and responded, concretely, to Socrates’ claim; and we also strive to help our 
students engage these various philosophical positions and approaches critically and rigor-
ously, on their own terms.

Courses o�ered by the Department are intended to acquaint students with both the histori-
cal development of philosophical questions and problems and with the ways these are taken 
up in contemporary philosophical discourse. The Honours Program is designed and recom-
mended for those students contemplating graduate study in philosophy.

The Department’s o�erings may, with appropriate permission, be complemented by the 
resources of the Department of Philosophy of the University of New Brunswick.
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	 PHIL 2143	 Medieval Philosophy: Pre-Modern Modernity and the Rise and Fall of 		
  		  Scholasticism (RELG 2153)
	 PHIL 2153	 Early Modern Philosophy: Rationalism and the Supremacy of Reason

       	PHIL 2163	 Early Modern Philosophy: Empiricism and the Priority of Sensation

4.   	PHIL 2513      	Introduction to Logic

5. 	 the equivalent of three (3) credit hours from among:
   	 PHIL 3663	 Analytic Philosophy: Metaphysics and the Linguistic Turn
    	 PHIL 3673	 Analytic Philosophy: Theories of Knowledge and Justi�cation

    	 PHIL 3683 	 Epistemology

6.	 the equivalent of three (3) credit hours from among:
    	 PHIL 3543	 Existential Philosophy
	 PHIL 3583	 Phenomenology    	
	 PHIL 3653	 Contemporary Continental Philosophy
    	 PHIL 3763	 Martin Heidegger

7.	 six (6) credit hours from between:
	 PHIL 4886	 Honours Seminar
	 PHIL 4996	 Honours Thesis   

Major
Students majoring in philosophy must include a minimum of 36 credit hours in philosophy 
in their program of studies. These 36 credit hours must include:

1. 	 The equivalent of six (6) credit hours* of introductory courses from among:
	 PHIL 1013 	 What is Philosophy? (Historical Introduction 1) 
	 PHIL 1023 	 What is Philosophy? (Historical Introduction 2) 
	 PHIL 1033 	 Atheism: An Introduction to Philosophy
	 PHIL 1043 	 Free Will: An Introduction to Philosophy
	 PHIL 1053 	 Myth and Reason: and Introduction to Philosophy
	 PHIL 1063 	 Life and Death: An Introduction to Philosophy
	 PHIL 1073 	 Robot & Animal Ethics: An Introduction to Philosophy
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what does it achieve? What is nature? What is the best life? Prerequisites: Any two of PHIL 1013, 
1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor. 

PHIL-2123. Ancient Philosophy II: Discovering the Inner Workings of Nature 
A lecture course surveying ancient philosophy from Aristotle to Hellenistic philosophy (Epicu-
rus, the Stoics and the Sceptics). Through readings of original sources and ancient testimony, 
the course analyses key questions in ancient philosophy, e.g. what can philosophy achieve? 
What is the nature of reality? What does it mean to live together? Prerequisites: Any two of PHIL 
1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-2133. Medieval Philosophy: Augustine, Neoplatonism and Arabic Philosophy 
(RELG 2143)
A lecture course covering Medieval philosophy from its earliest origins, culminating in the 
Platonism of Augustine, Boethius, John Scotus Eriugena, and Anselm. Prerequisites: Any two of 
PHIL 1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-2143. Medieval Philosophy: Pre-Modern Modernity and the Rise and Fall of Scho-
lasticism (RELG 2153) 
A lecture course covering the Medieval philosophy of the 13th century (especially St. Thomas 
Aquinas), the collapse of the Thomistic synthesis in fourteenth century philosophy, and the 
beginning of the Modern outlook. Prerequisites: Any two of PHIL 1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 
1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-2153. Early Modern Philosophy: Rationalism and the Supremacy of Reason
A study of the 17th and 18th century rationalist philosophers. Prerequisites: Any two of 
PHIL 1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-2163. Early Modern Philosophy: Empiricism and the Priority of Sensation
A study of the 17th and 18th century British empiricists. Prerequisites: Any two of PHIL 1013, 
1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

III.   Moral Philosophy
PHIL-2213. Introduction to Moral Philosophy (HMRT 2253)
This course introduces di�erent positions in moral philosophy to provide alternative ways of 
thinking about questions like: Is our happiness in�uenced by our moral condition? Can we 
say what makes an individual or a society morally good or bad? What is the relation between 
pleasure and moral action? Fundamental moral concepts are treated through the careful 
study of primary texts by philosophers like Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, and John Stuart Mill. 
This course has no prerequisite.

PHIL-2233. Contemporary Moral Philosophy (HMRT 2263)
A lecture course examining a speci�c topic in contemporary moral philosophy. Topics vary 
from year to year and may include: virtue ethics, metaethics, contemporary deontology, 
contemporary utilitarianism, emotivism, relativism, the is-ought debate, and others.

PHIL-2243. Current Issues in Ethics (HMRT 2273)
A discussion, through lectures and student presentations, of ethical theory through its ap-
plication in the consideration of such contemporary issues as: pornography and censorship, 
euthanasia, abortion, punishment, justice and welfare, sexual and racial discrimination. 
Prerequisite: Phil 2213, or permission of the instructor.
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PHIL-2253. The Ethics of Sustainability: Thinking, Acting Green (ENVS, HMRT)
An historically-conscious analysis of various normative stances in environmental ethics 
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PHIL-2513. Introduction to Logic (MATH)
A lecture course in which students learn how to identify and evaluate arguments drawn from 
a wide variety of sources. It will develop informal methods such as the identi�cation of argu-
ment structure and informal fallacies. It will also develop formal methods that involve taking 
arguments in English, symbolizing them in a formal language, and evaluating strengths 
and weaknesses of the argument forms. Also covered are basic probability theory, inductive 
logic, and statistical reasoning. 

PHIL-2523. Introduction to Aesthetics
In this course, we will investigate and critically assess some of the most in�uential attempts 
in the history of philosophy to respond to art and artistic expression. Readings will include 
selections from a variety of philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Hegel, Heidegger, and 
Benjamin.

PHIL-2533. Minds and Brains  
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PHIL-3553. Augustine's Confessions 
This course provides an in-depth analysis of Augustine’s Christian philosophy through a close 
reading of his most widely read work, the Confessions. The course focuses on themes like the 
relation between addiction and free will, the invention of the concept of selfhood, truth as 
an integration of universality and particularity, the problems that friendship creates for self 
knowledge, and the Christian take-over of Platonism and Stoicism. Prerequisite: PHIL 1013 or 
permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3563. Philosophy of Science
This course will examine science from the perspective of philosophy. Topics will include the 
historical relation between science and philosophy, the di�erences between the social and 
the physical sciences, the nature of scienti�c change in history, the role of values in science, 
the reality of theoretical objects of science, and feminist alternatives to traditional scienti�c 
research. Examples will be drawn from both the physical and the social sciences. Presup-
poses no previous exposure to any particular areas of science.

PHIL-3573. Dante's Divine Comedy and the Medieval Aristotelian Tradition
This course will involve a close reading of the major works of Dante Alighieri, especially The 
Divine Comedy. Attention will be directed to Dante’s synthesis of Aristotelian philosophy and 
the theology and philosophy of Thomas Aquinas. Prerequisites: PHIL 1013 or PHIL 1023 or 
permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3583. Phenomenology 
A lecture course introducing students to phenomenology, a late 19th century and early 
20th century mode of philosophical inquiry that has played a major role in informing and 
shaping much contemporary philosophy.  The primary focus of the course will be the work 
of Edmund Husserl (1859-1938), though other thinkers will likely be discussed.  Prerequisite: 
Any two of PHIL 1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3613. Kant 
In this course, we will focus primarily on Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason as we work through 
the implications his position has for both theoretical and moral philosophy. Prerequisite: 
PHIL 2153 or 2163, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3623. Hegel
This course will involve a careful study of Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, focusing primarily 
on the relationships between theory and practice, and truth and history. Prerequisite: PHIL 
2153 or 2163, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3633. Marx
This lecture course will involve a close reading of some of Karl Marx’s most in�uential work.  
As we read through portions of The German Ideology, the Grundrisse, The Holy Family and 
Capital, we will consider: 1) Marx’s relationship with and response to his predecessors,  
and 2) his critical reassessment of philosophical and political practice, human nature,  
history, and economic theory.  Prerequisite: 9 credit hours in philosophy, or permission  
of the instructor.

PHIL-3643. Kierkegaard and Nietzsche : Philosophy of Personal Identity
In this course, we will engage and critically assess the views of the two leading �gures in 
19th century existentialism, Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche, focusing in particular 
on their analyses of “personal identity”, i.e., what it means to be a self. Prerequisites: Any two 
of PHIL 1013, 1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.
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PHIL-3653. Contemporary Continental Philosophy
This course will engage and critically assess the views of some of the most important think-
ers in recent European philosophy such as Merleau-Ponty, Benjamin, Blanchot, Bataille, 
Levinas, Foucault, Derrida, Lyotard. Prerequisite: Either PHIL 3653 or PHIL 3583, or permission 
of the instructor.

PHIL-3663. Analytic Philosophy: Metaphysics and the Linguistic Turn 
This is a lecture course covering topics of current interest in Analytic Philosophy, a move-
ment in, and a style of doing, philosophy that has been prominent in the English-speaking 
world since the beginning of the 20th century. Topics will vary and will normally be drawn 
from one or more of the following sub-disciplines: epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy 
of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of science. Prerequisites: Any two of PHIL 1013, 
1023, 1033, 1043, 1053, 1063, or permission of the instructor.

PHIL-3673. Analytic Philosophy: Theories of Knowledge and Justi�cation
This course is meant to complement PHIL 3663, but it may be taken independently. It is a 
lecture course covering topics of current interest in Analytic Philosophy, a movement in, and 
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NOTE: The courses listed in this section are normally intended for students 

capable of independent work at an advanced level.

PHIL-4886. Honours Seminar 
Directed by a Department member on a topic approved by the Department, this seminar 
for Philosophy Honours students in their �nal year will involve, among other requirements, 


