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French
Students from New Brunswick
Students from New Brunswick wishing to enter the Minor, Major or Honours Program in 
French at St. Thomas University must have a score of Intermediate in French on their high 
school transcript. 

Students with a score of Intermediate+ or Advanced on their high school transcript must take 
FREN 1026: Langue française 2. 

Students with a score of Basic, Basic+ or Intermediate on their high school transcript must 
take FREN 1016: Langue française 1.

Students who score below Intermediate in French and who wish to upgrade their knowl-
edge of French to a level where they can be considered for a Major in French at St. Thomas 
University are encouraged to: 

1.	 take intersession and/or summer session courses in French,

2.	 take a summer course in a French-speaking area (for which government bursaries are 	 	
available).

These options are designed to bring the students’ knowledge of French to the required level 
for a Major in the shortest possible time.

Students from Outside New Brunswick
For further information, students from outside New Brunswick are advised to contact the 
Chair of the Romance Languages Department or the appropriate faculty adviser. Franco-
phone students are encouraged to consult with the French section prior to selecting courses 
and shall not normally be admitted to the 1st year program. 

Note that students who take French courses in programs other than the ones offered at St. 
Thomas may be assessed upon their return to St. Thomas University.

For further information, please contact the Chair of the Romance Languages Department or 
the appropriate faculty adviser.

Minor Program in French
Students wishing to complete a Minor Program in French must complete at least 18 credit 
hours with an overall average of B in those 18 credit hours. At least 6 credit hours must be at 
the 2000 level or higher. Note that some courses may have prerequisites.

Major Program in French
It is recommended that students declare their subject Major to the Registrar’s Office by the 
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Students must attain at least an overall B average in their 36 credit hours of course work to 
obtain a Major in French.

Double Major in French and Spanish
Please refer to the Romance Languages section of the Calendar.

Honours Program in French
Students wishing to complete an Honours program in French must meet the general norms 
of the University for an Honours degree, as set forth in section two of the calendar: Academic 
Programs.

Honours students must also meet the requirements set forth by the Romance Languages 
Department to obtain a Major in French. The Honours degree in French consists of 48 credit 
hours in French. In addition, Honours students are expected to take and pass with a B aver-
age, Module 3: French Honours.

Junior Year Abroad
Students who wish to spend their junior year abroad or at another Canadian university will 
be required to take courses which correspond to those offered in one of the St. Thomas 
modules. They should, at all costs, avoid duplication of courses already taken. In addition, 
they should get advance approval for their planned program of study from the Romance 
Languages Department Honours and Majors committee in March of the year before their 
planned stay at another university. Students who take courses at another university may be 
required to take a placement or a test of language proficiency when they enroll or re-enroll 
at St. Thomas.

Certificate in French Language Proficiency
The Certificate in French Language Proficiency is available to any student studying French 
at St. Thomas University. At the beginning of their 4th year students must make application 
for the Certificate to the Chair of the Romance Languages Department. The Certificate is 
awarded to students who meet the following criteria:

1. 	 the completion with a grade of B+ in each of the three courses FREN 2316 Grammaire 
	 du français, FREN 2326 Composition, and FREN 2336 Communication orale   
	 (Students excluded from taking FREN 2336 may, with the permission of the 
	 Department, substitute 6 credit hours in upper level courses in language or 
	 civilization.); and
2.  	 the completion of a subsequent 6 credit hours level 3000/4000 course or equivalent 
	 in French language or civilization with a grade of B+.

French Curriculum
Beginning French
Note: Although French 1006 and French 1016 may count for university credit, they may not 
count towards a Major or Honours in French. 

Students interested in undertaking French language study at St. Thomas will be assigned 
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FREN-2326. La Composition
Destiné aux étudiants ayant une bonne connaissance des rudiments de la grammaire 
française, ce cours vise à développer des compétences dans le domaine de la rédaction et 
de la révision de textes et de travaux écrits. L’étudiant apprendra à structurer et à nuancer sa 
pensée à l’aide de modalités rhétoriques et de stratégies argumentatives mises en applica-
tion. Seront privilégiées les pratiques discursives suivantes: le portrait, la description, la narra-
tion, l’essai, l’article journalistique, la dissertation classique, l’explication de texte, le compte 
rendu et la correspondance. Il est fortement recommandé aux étudiants de suivre en même 
temps le cours FREN 2316. Cours préalable: FREN 1016 ou FREN 1026.

FREN-2333. Conversational French
This course is designed for students who wish to improve their abilities in spoken French and 
listening comprehension. It will focus on developing skills and lexical flexibility for participat-
ing actively in a normal conversation with native interlocutors, presenting and defending 
opinions on a variety of subjects in social and professional situations. Prerequisite: FREN 2333 
is open to students with Intermediate+, or Advanced level of oral proficiency. 

FREN-2336. Communication orale
Ce cours de niveau intermédiaire a pour but d’améliorer la comprehension auditive et 
l’expression orale de l’étudiant : travaux pratiques, documents authentiques sonores et 
vidéo,  phonétique et activités communicatives.  Le cours est fermé aux étudiants franco-
phones. Cours préalable: FREN 1016 ou FREN 1026 ou la permission du professeur. 

FREN 3233: Traduction
Ce cours se veut une initiation à la traduction. Un choix de notions linguistiques faisant 
partie de la traduction d’unités de langue, de phrases et de textes fournira le cadre mé-
thodologique aux travaux appliqués. Des exercices pratiques porteront sur la traduction 
des extraits provenant des genres tels la nouvelle, le roman, la correspondance, l’essai, l’écrit 
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ROML 3913. Contemporary Literary Analysis
This course is compulsory for those students completing an Honours degree in French or 
Spanish and is designed to prepare the student to develop, research, plan and complete a 
written project on a literary topic. Students will be introduced to a selection of contemporary 
theoretical approaches that serve as a framework for the analysis of literary texts.

Module 2: Civilisation du monde francophone
Choices within this module should be made in consultation with the faculty advisor and with 
the approval of the Romance Languages Department Honours and Majors Committee.

This module consists of a series of 3 credit-hour courses, varying from year to year, and span-
ning the francophone world. Each course will explore different genres and/or French topics 
reflecting the availability and research areas of faculty, and the interests of both students and 
faculty. Prerequisite: FREN 1026 or permission of the instructor.

FREN-2113. Decouverte de la prose et du cinema
Parce qu’ils mobilisent l’imaginaire et l’esprit de découverte, le texte littéraire et le cinéma 
peuvent être sources de plaisir et de motivation à la lecture et à l’écriture. Ce cours est 
centré sur la lecture et la comprehension de textes narratifs (nouvelle et roman) et ciné-
matographiques. L’étudiant se familiarisera aux éléments fondamentaux du texte narratif en 
prose et aux éléments du montage et de l’esthétique du cinéma.

FREN-2123. Decouverte de la poésie et du théâtre
Parce qu’ils mobilisent l’imaginaire et l’esprit de découverte, les textes poétiques et drama-
tiques peuvent être sources de plaisir et de motivation à la lecture et à l’écriture. En exami-
nant les rapports sons/sens de la poésie et les rapports texte/représentation du théâtre, 
l’étudiant arrivera à apprécier les qualités de ces genres.

FREN-3603. Civilisation francophone 1: Europe française
Ce cours se propose de mieux faire connaître la production culturelle des pays européens 
francophones, notamment la France, la Suisse et la Belgique. A travers le roman, le film, la 
nouvelle, la poésie et la chanson nous explorerons divers grands thèmes tels que la mort, 
l’exil, l’aliénation, l’amour et la réconciliation. Cours préalable: FREN 2306 ou 
FREN 2113/2123 ou la permission du professeur.

FREN-3613. Civilisation francophone 2: Amérique française
Ce cours présente un survol de la production culturelle d’expression française en Amérique 
du Nord. Par le biais de films, de romans, de pièces de théâtre, de nouvelles, de chansons, 
d’essais et de poésie du Canada français (Québec, Acadie, Ontario, l’Ouest canadien, etc.) et 
de la Louisiane nous examinerons la diversité de cette population pour qui la langue fran-
çaise demeure une composante essentielle de l’identité. Cours préalable: FREN 2306 ou FREN 
2113/2123 ou la permission du professeur.

FREN-3623. Civilisation francophone 3: Maghreb
Dans ce cours, il s’agira de se familiariser avec le Maghreb par la lecture d’un choix de textes 
(roman, nouvelle, poésie, etc.) représentatifs d’une littérature née dans le contexte de la colo-
nisation. L’imaginaire de cette littérature porte les traces d’une culture orale, pré-islamique, 
de la rencontre des peuples berbères avec les peuples arabomusulmans, et de ceux-ci avec 
l’Occident. En adoptant une approche culturelle, on examinera l’esthétique et des principaux 
thèmes qui font l’originalité de la littérature des pays du Maghreb. Cours préalable: FREN 
2306 ou FREN 2113/2123 ou la permission du professeur.
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FREN-3633. Civilisation francophone 4: Afrique subsaharienne et Caräibes 
Ce cours a pour objet l’étude des cultures francophones subsaharienne et caribéenne, fruits 
de plusieurs siècles de contacts et d’échanges entre les Africains et les Européens. Cette 
étude se fera à travers la foisonnante et dynamique production écrite (roman, nouvelle, 
poésie, etc.) et cinématographique issue des Caräibes et de l’Afrique francophone. Des 
thèmes tels que la Négritude, la créolité, le colonialisme, la tradition, le concept de la famille, 
les modes de vie et les croyances seront étudiés. Cours préalable: FREN 2306 ou FREN 
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d'auteurs et d'autrices canoniques, et de sensibiliser l'étudiant(e) aux différentes formes 
littéraires pratiquées à cette époque. Cours préalable : FREN 2306 ou FREN 2113/2123 ou 
l'approbation du professeur. 

FREN-4503. L étranger parmi nous
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documents du 19e au 21e siècles choisis dans la Francophonie.

Module 3: French Honours
In order for a student to complete an Honours degree in French, the Honours module must 
be completed with an overall average of B. The Honours module consists of the compul-



204 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

FREN-4996. Thèse de spécialisation
The Honours thesis is a scholarly essay or research paper on a topic chosen by the student in 
consultation with a faculty committee composed of a Director and two additional advisers. 
When completed, the thesis is read and graded by this thesis committee. Students will be 
expected to follow the departmental Honours Thesis Guidelines.


